
 
 

Things to do in San Diego 

• San Diego Tour: Hop-on Hop-off Trolley 
Explore some of the top highlights of San Diego with this one- or two-day pass for the city’s Hop-on, Hop-

off Trolley Tour. Choose your own adventure as you get on and off the trolley at any of the 10 included 

stops, covering famous sights including the Gaslamp Quarter, the San Diego Zoo, USS Midway and the 

Cruise Ship Terminal, Little Italy, and many more. This San Diego trolley tour also features live commentary 

from on-board guide during your ride. 

https://www.viator.com/tours/San-Diego/San-Diego-Tour-Hop-on-Hop-off-Trolley/d736-

5046SAN_OTT?mcid=56757 

 

• USS Midway (CV-41) 

USS Midway is an aircraft carrier, formerly of the United States Navy, the lead ship of her class. 

Commissioned a week after the end of World War II, Midway was the largest ship in the world until 1955, 

as well as the first U.S. aircraft carrier too big to transit the Panama Canal. She operated for 47 years, 

during which time she saw action in the Vietnam War and served as the Persian Gulf flagship in 1991's 

Operation Desert Storm. Decommissioned in 1992, she is now a museum ship at the USS Midway Museum, 

in San Diego, California, and the only remaining U.S. aircraft carrier commissioned right after World War II 

ended that was not an Essex-class aircraft carrier. 

http://www.midway.org/ 

 

• Seaport Village 
San Diego's Seaport Village is a delightful place to stroll around and spend an afternoon. Located right on 

the waterfront, this area of unique shops and restaurants is one of the city's must-sees. Picnic tables, 

benches, and waterfront patios are sprinkled throughout the area, and weekends can be very busy. 

Outdoor performers take to the stage regularly in the afternoons, some of which can be quite eclectic. The 

area is easily accessible on foot from many of the nearby attractions including the USS Midway. Since there 

is limited and expensive parking at Seaport Village, it may be best to park a little distance away and enjoy 

the stroll along the waterfront to the site. 

http://www.seaportvillage.com/ 
 

• Coronado Island 

One of the most popular trails for photo ops and scenic views of the Pacific Ocean, this steep and narrow 

hike up to Potato Chip Rock and Mount Woodson summit is a must-do for locals and visitors alike. Located 

in northern San Diego county, the Mount Woodson trailhead starts at the end of Lake Poway Road at Lake 

Poway and offers hikers, climbers and trail runners a challenging trail up to the famous potato chip boulder 

and Mount Woodson Summit. This is a great place for a good workout and training for long hikes and runs. 

This is a very exposed trail so please bring plenty of water and sunscreen. 

http://coronadovisitorcenter.com/ 
 

• La Jolla Cove 

La Jolla Cove is a small, picturesque cove and beach that is surrounded by cliffs in La Jolla, San Diego, 
California. The Cove is protected as part of a marine reserve; underwater it is very rich in marine life, and is 
popular with snorkelers, swimmers and scuba divers. 
https://www.lajollacove.com/ 
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• Old Town San Diego State Historic Park 

Old Town San Diego State Historic Park, located in the Old Town neighborhood of San Diego, California, is a 
state protected historical park in San Diego. It commemorates the early days of the town of San Diego and 
includes many historic buildings from the period 1820 to 1870. The park was established in 1968. In 2005 
and 2006, California State Parks listed Old Town San Diego as the most visited state park in California. 
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=663 

 

• Balboa Park 

Balboa Park is a 1,200-acre urban cultural park in San Diego, California, United States. In addition to open 
space areas, natural vegetation zones, green belts, gardens, and walking paths, it contains museums, 
several theaters, and the world-famous San Diego Zoo. There are also many recreational facilities and 
several gift shops and restaurants within the boundaries of the park. Placed in reserve in 1835, the park's 
site is one of the oldest in the United States dedicated to public recreational use. Balboa Park is managed 
and maintained by the Parks and Recreation Department of the City of San Diego. 
http://www.balboapark.org/ 
 

• San Diego Zoo 
The San Diego Zoo is a zoo in Balboa Park, San Diego, California, housing more than 3,500 animals of more 
than 650 species and subspecies. Its parent organization, San Diego Zoo Global, is one of the largest 
zoological membership associations in the world, with more than 250,000 member households and 
130,000 child memberships, representing more than a half million people. 
http://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/ 

 

• Potato Chip Rock via Mt. Woodson Trail 
One of the most popular trails for photo ops and scenic views of the Pacific Ocean, this steep and narrow 
hike up to Potato Chip Rock and Mount Woodson summit is a must-do for locals and visitors alike. Located 
in northern San Diego county, the Mount Woodson trailhead starts at the end of Lake Poway Road at Lake 
Poway and offers hikers, climbers and trail runners a challenging trail up to the famous potato chip boulder 
and Mount Woodson Summit. This is a great place for a good workout and training for long hikes and runs. 
This is a very exposed trail so please bring plenty of water and sunscreen. 
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/california/potato-chip-rock-via-mt-woodson-trail 
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